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VENEZUELA

having experienced the highest growth in

G Guyana is Latin America's new petrostate,
oil production in the world, which is key,

as it currently ranks as the third largest oil
producer per capita on the planet, surpassed
only by Kuwait and Qatar (BBC, 2025). Since the
start of oil production in 2015, the country has
seen an increase in its GDP. It grew by 63.3
percent in 2022 and 33.8 percent in 2023, and
by 2024 its growth was 43.6 percent, according
to information provided by the World Bank
(CNN, 2025).

Guyana is extracting approximately 670,000
barrels of oil daily, and the government expects
to generate US$41 billion in five years from oil
exploitation following a contract with Exxon
Mobil, the company that found 11,000 barrels of
oil. 000 barrels of oil daily, and the government
expects to generate US$41 billion in five years
from oil exploitation following a contract with
Exxon Mobil, a company that found 11 billion
barrels of oil in deep waters in Guyana's
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (Radar
Energético, 2025). This development in key
resources is attracting the attention of the
world's largest powers, such as the United
States and China. But it is also fueling a

GUYAR
enezuela's

NA

territorial dispute that Guyana has had with
Venezuela for more than a century over the
Essequibo region, which corresponds to
two-thirds of Guyana's territory. This is an area
between the Essequibo and Orinoco rivers
covering 160,000 km?, rich in onshore oil and
minerals such as gold and manganese, but
especially rich in offshore oil (La Republica,
2025). In 2024, Venezuela's National Assembly
passed legislation to establish the State of
Guayana Esequiba, which is considered by the
Guyanese government as an “existential threat”
and has escalated the conflict to the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) (BBC, 2025).

Given this situation, in the same year a British
navy warship was sent to the area to support
Guyana, and the US Armed Forces even carried
out military exercises together with Guyana
(CNN, 2025). However, the risks of military
intervention are considerably high for both
sides, especially considering the US energy
assets that could be affected. Although, it is
important to understand that currently, with the
escalation of tensions between the US and

Venezuela, there could be more than one
compelling reason to fervently defend the
Essequibo.
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This is significant in that Guyanese President
Irfaan Ali supported the US military deployment in
the Caribbean on August 30 in the fight against
drug trafficking and the so-called Cartel of the
Suns, which the US government links to Nicolas
Maduro (Vanguardia, 2025).

Following these statements, just one day later, Ali
reported an attack by the Venezuelan Army on
electoral material being transported along the
Cuyuni River in the Essequibo. In addition, on
Monday, September 1, presidential elections were
held in which Ali was re-elected for a second term
(La Republica, 2025). This ensures continued
tensions, as the president will strengthen his
country's status as an important ally of the United
States, countries in the region such as Brazil, and
a partner and ally of the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth (SEMANA, 2025). In statements
made to the press on Monday, Ali expressed his
support for “anything that eliminates any threat to
our security, not only in terms of sovereignty (...)
to combat transnational crime” (Vanguardia,
2025). In this scenario, Guyana, backed by the
United States and other neighbors, would be
reaffirming its sovereignty and projecting military
and political strength in the region. But it will
remain a geopolitical focus, as Guyana's ability to
produce oil more profitably and sustainably than
many of the current producers will make it a
central player in global competition.




he new dynamics of organized crime
have led to a recent increase in the use of
anti-personnel mines and other devices,
such as drones, in Mexico. Recent cases

A in Michoacan, Tamaulipas, and Chihuahua
R have authorities on high alert, who in turn face

s t'.'r > W S enormous challenges, as there are no public
InS LI . entS 2} e statistics available to reflect the problem. This
' e — poses great difficulties for the government, as

r it is difficult to know in detail where, how,
when, and how much criminal groups have
used these types of devices (El Pais, 2025).
Added to this is the uncertainty surrounding
the actors responsible. Although it was the
Jalisco New Generation Cartel that introduced
the use of anti-personnel mines in Mexico, its

adversaries have been replicating the strategy
(DW, 2025).

L

The use of mines and other devices must be
understood within the context of the new
criminal paradigm in the country. In the war
between cartels, the objective is exclusively
economic, and to achieve their goal, the
groups fight for territorial control by perfecting
and innovating their techniques (El Pais,
2025).
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Regarding the installation of mines, criminal
structures use them to prevent military
incursions and thus limit the actions of the
authorities and repel attacks from other
criminal groups. Despite this, in most cases,
the victims end up being civilians. Among the
most affected areas are Michoacan
(municipalities such as Cotija, Apatzingan,
and Buenavista Tomatlan), Tamaulipas, and
Jalisco (municipalities such as Tlajomulco de
Zuiiga and Santa Maria del Oro) (DW, 2025).
Although the phenomenon is not exclusive to
Mexico, it does have certain peculiarities
compared to the Colombian case, for
example. In Colombia, mines are a
long-standing problem that has been on the
rise again for a couple of years.
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Source: Infobae, 2025.

According to the Landmine Monitor 2024, in
2023 there were twice as many mine accidents
as in the previous year. Additionally, these
incidents are mainly associated with the
interference of Organized Armed Groups
(OAGs). In Mexico, however, the situation is
different. Victoria Dittmar, a researcher at
Insight Crime, pointed out that although these
types of devices have been used before, there
has been a significant increase since 2022,
indicating that this is a recent phenomenon in
the country (DW, 2025).

Despite the government's efforts, the situation
is complex. There is a specialized army unit
responsible for clearing mines, but while the
authorities “clean up” one area, criminal groups
move on and plant mines in other areas.

3+ Editorial | September 2025 pg. 5



This calls into question the effectiveness of the
response. Furthermore, mines are an easy and
inexpensive tool for criminals to manufacture,
making it difficult to imagine that criminal
structures will stop using them. In addition,
organizations such as the Jalisco New Generation
Cartel have been reported to have hired
Colombian experts to manufacture explosives,
which are illegally purchased through arms
trafficking from Eastern Europe, former Soviet
countries, or African countries. It should be noted
that the proliferation of this type of weapon is
limited to Mexican territories with high levels of
conflict and violence; in regions where such levels
of intensity do not exist, it is unlikely that there will
be an impact (DW, 2025).
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government of Gustavo Petro, which strictly
prohibits exports of Colombian coal to Israel,

T he issuance of Decree 0949 of 2025 by the

is a highly significant event both economically and
legally. The measure is part of the international
condemnation of the Israeli military offensive in Gaza,
which has left more than 55,000 Palestinians dead
and nearly 130,000 wounded since October 2023,
according to official records. The Colombian
executive branch bases its decision on three pillars:
respect for international law, protection of the civilian
population, and Colombia's consistency as a member
of the UN Human Rights Council for the period
2025-2027 (El Pais, 2025). The government argues
that preventing coal exports helps to ensure that the
country's strategic resources do not fuel the conflict.
However, beyond its ethical and political
motivations,the measure raises questions about its
legality, its economic impact, and the consistency of




Colombian trade policy (Infobae, 2025). From an
economic perspective, the repercussions are
significant. Israel was an important trading partner
for coal, with average imports of 250,000 tons per
month prior to the decree. After it came into effect,
the figure fell to 107,000 tons, generating
estimated losses of 200 billion pesos for each
million tons not exported in taxes and royalties.
This decline in demand, coupled with volatile
international prices and production cuts of up to
50% announced by some companies in 2024,
directly affects the stability of public finances and
the state's ability to sustain social investment
programs in producing regions.

In addition, Israel quickly found alternative
suppliers in Indonesia, Australia, and other
markets, meaning that Colombia lost a stable
customer with no immediate capacity for
substitution. In this sense, the ban not only has a
direct fiscal impact, but also weakens the
country's international competitiveness in a highly
competitive market (Infobae, 2025).

Source:Colprensa. Foto de fondo: Cbrpoboyaca’ LaFM Julio 29, 2025
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The deepest
risk, however,
lies in the legal
and institutional
security
sphere.

The most profound risk, however, lies in
the legal and institutional security spheres.
The Colombian Mining Association (ACM)
argues that the decree disregards the
bilateral trade agreement between
Colombia and lIsrael, which was approved
by Congress and endorsed by the
Constitutional Court, thereby elevating it
to constitutional status.
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If an administrative act such as a decree can
unilaterally restrict a treaty of such
importance, it sends a message of regulatory
instability and erodes confidence in the
Colombian state as the guarantor of the rules
of the game. This not only exposes the
country to potential international litigation
but could also affect its reputation among
foreign  investors seeking regulatory
certainty when deciding on extractive
megaprojects. Additionally, the fact that the
decree is being challenged before the
Council of State reveals the tension between
foreign policy and the domestic legal
framework, a standoff that will define the
jurisprudence surrounding the normative
hierarchy of treaties vis-a-vis short-term
policy decisions (Infobae, 2025).

Looking ahead, the prospective scenarios are
diverse and complex. In the first scenario, the
Council of State ratifies the validity of the
decree, which would strengthen the
government's narrative in defense of human
rights, but would consolidate a precedent of
legal uncertainty with long-term effects on
investment. In a second scenario, the ban is
overturned, which would be a political setback
for Petro, but would restore market confidence
and reaffirm the primacy of international
commitments over executive decisions. There
is also a third, intermediate option: the court
could uphold the restrictions but require the
executive branch to make regulatory
adjustments to bring the measure into line with
the constitutional framework and trade
agreements, opening the door to negotiated
solutions.
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In any case, experience shows the need
to design control and regulatory policies
that harmonize ethical principles of
foreign policy with the preservation of
legal certainty and economic stability.

The challenge, in short, is to
demonstrate that Colombia can be a
consistent actor in the defense of human
rights without weakening its institutions
or compromising the development of its
main export sector (Infobae, 2025).
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